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M. Keller - Welcone to our public neeting this
evening. This is the neeting on the Petrol eum and Lubri cant
(PQL) Hi Il FOST. The neeting this evening will be on that
docunment which is out for public comment. W also have this
evening interpretation services for American sign | anguage.
Pl ease i ntroduce yoursel ves. Interpreter 1 -
| am*. | amglad to be here. No response.

M. Keller - No response on that. Spani sh
interpretation?

Interpreter 2 - | am Jessica *.

M. Keller - And no response on that. All right.
W also will be having a transcript of the neeting this
evening, so if you do have public coments, please cone
forward and we will have a m crophone right here on the
tabl e, and pl ease state your nane for the record when you do
make your comments. W have hand-outs on the table of the
presentation tonight, so hopefully you picked one of those
up. There are also copies of the fax sheet that was mail ed
out that describes the fuel and the FOST and contact
information on that sheet.

The Agenda for this evening will be to have an

overview and go through a little bit of the history of
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Ham | ton and the PCL H Il parcel, the Environnental
Renedi ati on Process, and then the Property Transfer Process,
goi ng over the Base Realignnent and Closure Act. In that
part of the discussion, we will discuss a little bit on the
Envi ronnent al Baseline Survey, the EBS, the Finding of
Suitability to transfer the FOST -- that is the docunent
that is out for public comment right now -- and we wll take

public conmments, questions and answers, at that tine.

The Hamilton Airfield -- sone of it was
constructed in 1933. It is shown on this aerial photo. The
property that we are tal ki ng about tonight is known as POL
HI1l and it is identified here outlined in red, the
approximate |location right here. This is the main airfield
runway strip itself, alittle bit west on the north end of
the runway here of that feature. The rest of this property
in this area, nost of this GSA property, has already been
transferred. Either it is open space in Novato and/or it is
bei ng redevel oped as commercial and residential areas. So
directly to the east of POL Hill, there is a residential
devel opnment right in this area, another residential
devel opnment going on to the South. On the west is Landfill
26, and the rest of the space around it is open space. The
Airfield was dedicated in 1935 and turned over and becanme an

Air Force space in 1947 when the Air Force was created. The
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Arny took title to the operational areas in 1984 after the
Air Force had left and declared it surplus ten years
earlier. Base Realignnent and Cl osure -- Congress had acted
to suggest this installation for closure and POL in 1988.
Ri ght now we are preparing to transfer a mgjority of this
parcel to the Cty of Novato, and I will get into that in a
little bit -- | say a mgjority, but not all of the parcel
will be transferred at this tinme. Although this docunent
covers the entire parcel, and we believe it is suitable for
transfer, not all of it will be transferred at this tinme and
| will get into that in a mnute. You have a figure in your
handouts which shows the site. This is the POL H Il parcel
You will notice that there are a lot of tanks in this area,
under ground tanks, a lot of piping, different fill stands,
and things of that nature. This parcel's basic history was
that it was used as the storage facility for all the
aviation fuels, and later on jet fuel for the aircraft. All
of these features, all of these tanks and fuel lines for the
nost part have all been renmpbved. There is very few features
left. There used to be some buildings at these three
| ocations. Those buil dings have al so been renoved. And
about the only structure above ground that exists anynore is
the new structure right here which is the groundwater
treatnment facility for Landfill 26

The process that we follow for Environnental
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Renedi ati on of this site is the Conprehensive Environnental
Response Conpensation and Liability Act, CERCLA, also known
as Super Fund and the Super Fund Anendnents and Re-

aut hori zation Act, and that is how we started out on this
parcel and I will show you how we varied fromthat slightly.
Al so, the National G| and Hazardous Substances Pol |l ution
Conti ngency Pl an, known as the NCP, and the California Code

of Regulations, Title 23 for Underground Storage Tanks.

The normal CERCLA process |looks like this -- it is
in your handouts -- we will go through an identification
stage, go through an investigation stage, into a selection
of renmedy stage, clean-up, and site close-out. Now when we
started this process, we did sone identification and we
found a few things, petroleumrelated itens, went into the
i nvestigation stage, and again pretty nuch found only
petrol eum hydrocarbons being released at this site. At that
point in this process, we diverged slightly because it was
determ ned at that tine that the only contam nants of
concern at the site were petrol eum hydrocarbons, which are
actually exenpt from CERCLA. That is why when we started
nmoving into the underground storage tank type regul ati ons,
petrol eum cl ean-up and the Regi onal Water Quality Contro

Board becane the | ead agency to oversee the clean-up there.
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So the petrol eum process that we foll owed basically went
through the prelimnary assessnent and the site inspection.

During that phase of the site inspection back in the early
'90's, there was a substantial anobunt of soil renoved al ong
with the tanks, and so the renedi ati on took place at that
time. Al of the soil down to bedrock was actually renoved,
so everything that basically could be renoved was renoved.
G oundwat er was sanpled in and around t hose excavations and
it was determ ned that down in the tank farm area, as
showed you before where all the tanks were collectively
associ ated down in the lower level, there was not an inpact
to groundwater. It had been identified, however, that in
t he upper bench -- | will show you on this conputer again --
up in this upper bench area up here, that there had been
sonme inpact to groundwater down in the fractures of the
bedrock donme, so it is pretty nuch inaccessible. W have
excavated all the soil down to bedrock. There is still sone
pet rol eum hydr ocarbon down into the bedrock fractures
itself. It is very difficult to renediate sonething |ike
that. W have been nonitoring the groundwater in that area
and it has been decided that nonitored natural attenuation
is the best solution for that. The level of petroleumin
t he groundwater right now fluctuates through the year. Wen
groundwater rises in the winter due to rains and that type

of thing, groundwater elevation rises, it cones up and
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spreads a little bit nore petrol eum product out of the
fractures, and so the concentrations go up. Qur |ast
sanpling round had those el evated about ten tines the
residential clean-up values of the surrounding properties.
So we are not really high, but we are above the cl ean-up
goal for that. Towards the end of the summer when things
are drying out, the natural attenuation of safe place

bi ol ogi cal processes, super eight gallon petroleum it comnes
down to sonmewhere | ess than half, down to about one-third of
our values that occur in the winter tine. So it gives a
l[ittle bit of an input in the winter tine when groundwater
rises, but then over the dry nonths it is attenuating,

bi odegrading as we go on into the sumer. So |ooking at the
sanmpling, we have traditionally had higher values peak in
the winter and then, in the sumer tinme, values have
dropped. The groundwater is stable. W have surrounding
wel | s that have had nonitor detection for several rounds of
sanpling and so we believe that the plune or the

contam nation there is is fairly stable, it is not mgrating
on the site or anything of that nature.

The two docunents that we have out right now with
the Water Board, to sunmarize all of this, are the Cosure
Report, and that covers all of the features on the site
except for the above ground Storage Tank 2 area where we

have the petroleumissue. W have a corrected action plan
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in for that ASC 2 area. Those two docunents, one of them
cl oses out everything on the site except for the petrol eum
probl em and the other one says that, for that petrol eum
problem we are going to inplenent and nonitor natural
attenuation as the renedy there. Eventually, we would be
hoping to get to site close-out and that will occur once the
Water Board and the Arny are both sure that, again, things
are not mgrating, the situation is stable, and it does not
pose a risk to human health and the environnment. At that
point in tinme when they are satisfied, we will be able to go
to formal site cl ose-out.

M. * - Is there a projection on that kind of tine

frame we are | ooking at?

M. Keller - R ght now we have taken sanpl es about
the -- we had a sanpling programthat went quarterly for
about a year. That was back in the '98, early '"99 tine
frame. W skipped a year as we were in discussions with the
Wat er Board and those types of things. W started sanpling
again in 2001, so we have sone data from 2001, 2002, we just
sanpl ed again in 2003 in February, so | would guess that
maybe in another year or two of yearly sanpling wll be
enough that the Water Board will be able to take a | ook at
that and see what the trend is on those yearly events.

Ri ght now we are sanpling in February, which is when our
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hi ghest concentrations occur. So once we have a few years
of data, | believe we will be able to go for site cl ose-out
at that tine. W do not expect that the situation wll
change dramatically over the next few years because the
hi ghest concentration that we ever had we actually got in
2002 because we had a very wet Decenber. | do not know if
you renenber that, but it was an extrenely wet Decenber and
we sanpled in the January/February tine frame, and it is
just that the groundwater elevation that rises up, again, it
grabs a little bit of petroleumout of the cracks in the
bedrock as it does that. So it really depends on the type
of winter we are having will determ ne what the
concentration is. So we do not expect that the situation
wi Il change dramatically over tinme, but we think it is
stable and that it is not an issue. It is not accessible
with people since it is down into bedrock. The groundwater
there is not used for drinking water or irrigation or
anything else. The groundwater is not being punped at all.
The Natural Property Transfer Process for Base
Real i gnnment and C osure Act, to talk briefly about a sunmary
of the process itself, the Environnental Baseline Survey
that | nmentioned before, its purpose, and the conditions of
property that are outlined in that docunent, and then the
Finding of Suitability of the Transfer. W wll go over the

gui dance for that docunment, the purpose of the docunent, the
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transfer and re-use of the property and the findings, and
then we will open it up for questions and answers and public

comrent .

The Sunmary of the Transfer Process basically
starts with the decision to close the installation. That is
made by Congress. At that point, there was a property
screening that took place. |In the case of POL HIl, there
is Congressional legislation that says POL HIl w Il be
transferred to the Gty of Novato. That is the property
screening process that we have here is that you go through
federal screenings, you go through federal agencies, one,
and then fromthere you go to state and | ocal agencies, and
see who is going to actually get the property. In this
case, it was an act of Congress that designated this
property, along with several of the other out-parcels at
Ham [ ton that would go to the Cty and/ or Devel opers at that
time. So that has already been decided. W have an
Envi ronnental Baseline Survey and we will get to that on the
next side here. W go through the Environnental Baseline
Survey basically to give us that snapshot of what the
installation |looks Iike at the time of transfer, notifying
the regulators of the initiation of the FOST, and to prepare
the draft FOST. W let everybody know we are going to do

this and we prepare the docunent, we notify the publics and
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10
agenci es of the public coment period, which is open right
now starting June 30th, and it runs through July 30th. And
we have placed ads in the |ocal papers to run in advance in
the I.J., announcing that public coment period. W have
the fax sheet that | nentioned earlier that went out in our
mailing to a mailing Iist that we have of about 1,300
addresses or so, quite extensive. The docunent are
available in our office, they are available at the Novato
Public Library Main Branch, and they are al so avail abl e on
line. That information is all on the fax sheet, and where
to send coments to and everything. They are all on the fax

sheet al so -- our addresses.

The process fromhere on our is, once we have
recei ved public coment, is to finalize and sign the FOST.
That will be signed at the field office level. And once
that occurs, we will put out a public notice notifying the
public that it has been signed and, again, we will then put
the final documents out for anybody that would want to
reviewthem Along with that will cone instructions to the
Corps of Engineers Sacramento District as our real estate
agent for this installation, and they will be requested to
transfer the property to the Cty. W have already entered
negotiations with the Gty on Draft D for the property, and

so that FOST has al ready begun in anticipation of having
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11
signed FOST and being able to transfer the property that is
targeted for this year before Septenber 30th. The
Envi ronnment al Baseline Survey that | nentioned, it docunents
the current conditions of the property to establish an
environnmental baseline and imt future Departnent
ltability. It has in it the condition of the property at
the tine of the sale so that if there is a condition that is
found in the future, we can go back to that docunent and try
to ascertain is this sonething that occurred after transfer,
there is a new discovery that we did not know about at the
time of transfer, and try to decide who the responsible
party is fromthat. The other purpose of it is it
classifies the property into one of seven Departnent of
Def ense categories. That is on the next slide here and it
describes those. It supports the transfer of the property
and neets the Arny's obligations in CERCLA by identification
of property and category. CERCLA basically was inplenented
to identify those properties that have been transferred and
put into re-use earlier. |If a property is basically
uncont am nated, then we can get the transfer process going
early. The Departnent of Defense seven conditions of
property that | nentioned, this property falls into Category
2 for the entire parcel, which says that the only thing that
we have found here is petrol eum products rel ease and

di sposal of them The rest of these categories have to do
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12
nostly with other hazardous material releases and things on
the site. W have not identified any, and so we do not fit
into Category 1, which is no releases, but we do fit into
Category 2. Again, since petroleumis exenpt from CERCLA,
this allows us to transfer the property to a regular finding
of suitability of transfer of process. If we were in
categories 5, 6 or 7, you can not use this process. It is
only able to be used on Categories 1 through 4. Five, 6 and
7 basically say you have got sone problens there, or you
woul d have sone things that you do not know about.

The Findings of Suitability to transfer the itens
conmes once again from conprehensi ve environnental response,
Conpensational Liability Act, or CERCLA, Section 120(h).

Al so, we have Departnment of Defense policy about base
real i gnnent and cl osure of '95, the BRAC cl ean-up pl ans

gui dance. The purpose of this docunent is that the

envi ronnmental condition of the property denonstrate that the
property is either uncontam nated, which would be Category
1, does not require renediation, Category 3, or that al
necessary renedi ati on has been conpleted, or necessary

medi ation is in place, operating property and successfully.
Those woul d be Category 4's. Well, what you do not see
here is that and/or is only a petroleumonly site. W
really fit into the petroleumonly site and that renediation

is in place and operating properly and successfully,

AUDI - X REPORTI NG

52 Longwood Drive, San Rafael, California 94901/ (415) 457-4417




13
noni toring natural attenuation -- we have our nonitoring
wells in place and we have been nonitoring those over tine.

Provi des associ ated | and use restrictions -- any kind of
restrictions for the property because of the condition. W
do have sone restrictions in here. It does restrict the
property fromresidential -type [|NAUDI BLE RECORDI NG HERE] .
CERCLA tells us that we must provide an open covenant that
says all the actions have been conpleted, everything is in

pl ace, and all satisfactorily. So this docunent supports

our *.

The property itself, when it transfers, as |
mentioned, a mpjority of the property -- included in this
aerial photo, you will notice that POL H Il and Landfill 26

parcel s share a property boundary right through here, the
Landfill 26 parcel and its buffer zones -- there is about a
200-f oot -wi de bunper zone which is around the landfill.
There is another act of Congress that says the Arnmy will
retain that property and will not be transferred -- well,
there is an overlap here -- that 200-foot buffer zone
overlaps onto a part of the POL parcel. So that portion of
PCL H Il that overlaps with the buffer zone will not be
transferred at this tinme. W are right nowtrying to find a
way to actually renove that property fromthe Base

Real i gnnment and C osure rules and transfer it to another
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14
entity within the Arny that was holding the title to the
landfill so that, as far as Base Realignnent and C osure is
concerned, they will have gotten rid of that part of the
property and the same person that holds the actual title to
the landfill will now also hold title to that 200-f oot
buffer so that they then have full control on what happens
there. As | nentioned, one of the only buildings left on
the property is the groundwater treatnment plant for Landfill
26 groundwater, so the person that is holding title to the
[andfill definitely has an interest in that 200-foot buffer,
so we are trying to put that into effect so that we are not
left wwth a 200-acre parcel at Ham I ton being the only BRAC
parcel left at Hamlton. So we are working on that. That
| eaves roughly six acres, approximately six acres that wll
be transferred to the City of Novato. The future use of the
property right nowis intended to be open space, so we do
not expect that nmuch will change on the parcel. There is
al so, since we are within that buffer zone of the landfill,
there will be another restriction on the property regarding
the old use and the future * restriction on the type of
construction that is required *. So that is under Title 27
and those restrictions will also be inplenented through the
FOST and into the *.

M. * - Is there considered |ike in Congress on

t hat 200-foot buffer, or is that going to be sonething which
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15
t he agencies can --
M. Keller - It is actually going to be a
transfer.
M. * - If the 200-foot buffer got taken care of,
does it take an act of Congress to go with --
M. Keller - | do not believe that would take an
Act of Congress. Right nowthere is just two acts that are
somewhat conflicting and the acts of Congress usually tags
these into principle remediation acts, and on one hand you
have a Base Real i gnnment C osure Act which says you wll
close and transfer this property, and on the other hand, you
have this one act of Congress that says Landfill 26 covers
the use by the Arny. So we have got the | awers, you know,
that | ook at the two together to see if there is sone way we
can use that to our advantage for the *. Right now, the
formerly utilized sites * Project Manager who is responsible
for the landfill is very interested in retaining that title.
It is just right now a matter of adm nistratively finding
t he actual organization * so that we can also add this
parcel under the property so that they will then have the
entire landfill and the entire buffer zone, so the buffer
zone all title in that sane person within the Arny. And
that is -- | thought it would be nmuch easier to ascertain
than it has been so far. *

M. * - Are you suggesting that that buffer parcel
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will be done as part of that sanme parcel if Congress says
the Arny would remain in perpetuity?

M. Keller - Yes. *

M. * - On, and its buffer zone --

M. Keller - Yes, it says the landfill and its
buffer zone will held in perpetuity, so we have two
conflicting acts from Congress, basically. So right now
that is why we are trying to transfer that extra possibly
two acres to the sane entity that holds title to the
landfill, so they will have the landfill and its entire
buffer zone, the title under the sane organization. And
then the BRAC program the best result of all of this wll
be *. So | would say if we do not have two acres being the
only BRAC property * becones just an administrative * in
perpetuity.

M. * - Now have you given any thought to renoving
t hose two acres fromthe FOST?

M. Keller - W have not. W have not done that
because, fromthe BRAC perspective, down the road, we would
al nost have sonething that you could say, "Ckay, you need a
FOST for those two acres” when the landfill transfers to
sonmebody el se, having to come back and say this is a BRAC
responsibility, this is BRAC property, and therefore the
FOST covers the entire parcel, however the FOST is very

clear -- right up front it says, "This part is not being
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entered at this tine."

M. * - The reason | ask is because, tonorrow, we
are supposed to get that unpublished data and all that? And
| amnot going to be able to review it to get a letter out
by next Wednesday that says everything is fine, but
everything is not fine. |If that two-acre parcel is renoved,
that sinplifies my letter witing process. But, you know,
the issue of if it is a Category 5, 6 or 7.

M. Keller - Right, and understandable --

M. * - But right now, as far as the data that is
referring to sone issues with these three buildings --

M. Keller - These three former buildings on the
site, and there were sonme druns, enpty druns reported there
in 1991, the buildings and the drunms no | onger exist. W do
have -- this outline here is an excavation that took place
within the area of these buildings, so we do have the data
fromthe excavation of that whole thing and sone of that
data is what we will be |looking at here in the next couple
of days. There was a report back in the '97 tinme franme that
went over a majority of this stuff, but we are finding
pretty much nothing that is contradictory to what was
published in "97. You know, that was all the information
that was | ooked at at the tine, and there was sanpl es around
t he excavation al so and those kinds of things. So right

now, | believe there is not anything out there that
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i ndi cates anything contrary to what was done back in '97
when it was decided that that was a petrol eumonly area.

M. * - | ask nostly fromthe timng perspective
because | amnot going to have tinme with all this early
transfer stuff going on to | ook through this box of material
and get a letter out. | do not have the tine to do that by
next Wednesday.

M. Keller - That is probably sonmething to talk to
at the nmeeting tonorrow norning.

M. * - At the 10:00 neeting --

M. Keller - Sure.

M. * - Right now, | did not have any intentions
of renoving the two acres out of the FOST itself. W can
tal k about that at the 10:00 neeting tonorrow.

M. Keller - Sure. The findings of the FOST that
we have published in the docunent that we have concl uded
that the property is suitable for transfer and that we have
met the Departnent of Defense requirenments for nmaking that
determ nation that it works intended re-use as open space.
As | nmentioned before, we do have sone restrictions on the
property. It will not be used for residential purposes, you
will not be able to use the groundwater on the site, those
types of things, but the re-use of the property will not
pose a risk to human health or the environnent.

As | nentioned before, the docunent is out right
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now and open until the 30th for public comment. The |ast

slide that I have is do we have any comments, questions,

those types of things. The docunents -- if you have not
physically seen them this is the FOST itself. It is a
relatively slimdocunent. It relies on the Environnenta

Basel i ne Survey which was a joint docunent for Hospital Hill
and POL Hill. W have all of these docunments available in
our office. W have the C osure Report for those features
on the site that we believe are all gone and cl eaned-up, and
al so the correct Vacuunt Plan -- this is for that area where
we do still have petroleumin the groundwater. So these
docunents are available in our office for review The FOST
and the EDS are al so available online. And do we have any
guestions, comments, concerns? Nothing beyond what was

al ready expressed? Then, thank you very nuch for com ng
this evening. | will be around for a little bit if anybody
has any additional questions and if you have comments,
addresses and stuff are on the fax sheet to make your
comments officially. They need to be submtted by either
fax, e-mail, or through the snail mail. That concl udes.

[ Adj our ned. ]

AUDI - X REPORTI NG

52 Longwood Drive, San Rafael, California 94901/ (415) 457-4417




